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RHYTHM
Rhythm is organized movement in continuity. It occurs in reg-
ular, repeated movement and also in variable transitional movement.
It is important in art and in nature.
Regular measured rhythm is the simplest and oldest way of pro-
ducing harmony and order. It is the basic element in music, the
dance, and poetry, and it is important in architecture and interior
design. It is a system of regular accenting such as is found in a
row of duplicate columns or in striped fabrics.
Variable rhythm is found in the irregular intervals of dissimilar
parts. This rhythm may carry the eye along smoothly flowing
lines or it may force the attention abruptly here and there in order
to convey the desired emotional effect. This type of rhythm is
employed to attract the eye throughout a painting until it is seen
as a whole. Such rhythm unites all the articles in a group of
furniture and also connects each group with adjoining groups.
Variable rhythm dominates in natural landscaping and in flower
arrangements of the curvilinear or diagonal types.
REPETITION
Repetition is closely related to rhythm, for its use may result in
rhythm. Repetition is generally necessary in producing beauty;
it is the simplest way to achieve order. The therne is repeated in
almost any form of art for the purpose of making a composition.
In home decoration, colors, lines, and shapes used in a room
should be repeated for the sake of unity. Repetition is also the
outstanding principle employed in the creation of surface patterns.
This principle is fundamental in nature as well as in man-made
^.beauty; it is the basis of design in flowers, leaves, shells, and other
natural objects.
THE MINOR PRINCIPLES
Alternation means repeating two lines or forms alternately.
Sequence refers to regular progression in a series.
Radiation refers to lines radiating from one center.
Parallelism refers to the use of parallel lines and forms.
Transition means gradual change.
Symmetry results from two similar vertical halves.
Contrast means opposition of things or qualities.

